



Comment in 2023…….. 

It is 21 years since the Farming Exhibition in the Mud Barn in 
Sutton Road, Great Bowden in June 2002. 

The Exhibition was celebrating 50 years of farming in the 
parish with the publication of the booklet Farming in Great 
Bowden - within Living Memory written in conjunction with 
local farmers and published by Great Bowden Historical 
Society  

This coincided with the 50th Anniversary of Queen Elizabeth’s  
succession to the throne and was the first major public event 
for Great Bowden Heritage. 

Many things have changed.  We have a new monarch, Charles 
III. The Heritage Group after 20+ years of activity and 
discovery is now resting until younger people can take over.  
The village of Great Bowden has changed too - the number of 
houses have increased by about 50 per cent .  New estates 
have been built on some fields, we have a large chicken farm 
and a new  area of woodland in Welham Lane and some of the 
ridge and furrow from the medieval open fields  system have 
been ploughed up and the earthworks lost.  But beyond the 
built village the majority of the land remains agricultural.  

The Mud Barn has gone too, replaced by a modern house.

from 2002-2023 Remembering the Farming 
Exhibition - june 2002 







2023 - After use on 
various Royal occasions 
the flags and bunting have 
been boxed for safe 
storage in the Village Hall 
until the next time they 
are needed.



Comment in 2023……….. 
Many of the 10 questions raised in 
2002, 21 years ago, are still relevant 
today in 2023 and concerns have not 
been met.   
There are differences: Foot and Mouth 
Disease was the worry then, now it is 
Bird Flu.  The quality of food may have 
slipped down the scale as the cost of 
living bites.  And the concern now 
seems to be not where food is grown 
but who is available to harvest it. 

Satellite technology now allows for 
harvest at the optimum time, soil 
science has developed and there is 
much more awareness of climate 
change. 

And no one in 2002 had heard of Brexit. 

In 2002 we addressed 
the future of farming 
in England and asked 
these questions



Some of the 
display boards 

from the  Farming 
Exhibition 
 in 2002



 

World War II Women’s Land Army 
display

Photos and display 
notices from the 
Exhibition

2023 - The mud 
wall  behind the 
church is the 
only mud 
structure on 
public view now 
the mud barns 
have gone.

Other 
contributors to 
the Exhibition in 
2002 



 

Once the film had finished, a local cinema gave us the poster to publicise 
our Harry Potter Quiz  where we asked children to identify 13 items that 
Harry and his friends may have left behind in the barn. 
The winner was very happy to take the poster home in addition to the prize.

At the end of the exhibition we held a feast in the barn for 
everyone who had helped; amongst the straw bales.  No 
ghosts were encountered but we all felt sure we were not 
the first to celebrate there. Before the Village Hall was 
built it would have been ideally placed for harvest suppers  
and other village gatherings.  We may not have been the 
first but we were almost certainly the last village group to 
celebrate before the barn was demolished.

Our village has a history of mud walled dwellings and walls for the 
poorer members of the community.   There is very little evidence of any 
surviving today. 

Mud continued to be a significant partner to Great Bowden Heritage for 
another 15 years following the Farming Exhibition in the Mud Barn. It 
was encountered in excavations when digging and sieving the soil, back 
filling the pits and washing the finds. It was also encountered in field 
walking , crossing newly ploughed fields and washing your boots 
afterwards.

For further information about 
our excavations, etc at the 
Mud Barn Paddock - click 
here. 
http://
archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/
library/browse/issue.xhtml?
recordId=1161771&recordType
=GreyLitSeries
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